
 



 

Jesus of Nazareth preached the Kingdom of God, or in the translation of the 
Gospel of Matthew, the Kingdom of Heaven. The word heaven implies 
something beyond this world, significant only after we die. And yet, what made 
Jesus so subversive in his day was his unique proclamation that the Kingdom of 
God is here, able to be experienced in this life. If we can live in the Kingdom 
here and now then we can exist outside of Caesar’s kingdom in a state of 
anarchy, which literally means “without rulers.” 

The crucifixion was the pre-eminent symbol for victory for Rome over any and 
all challengers. The Resurrection is the symbol for Christians of Christ’s victory 
over imperial Rome. The common understanding most Christians have is that 
God demanded the killing of his only Son instead of wiping out the entire 
human race. In fact this narrative developed a thousand years after Christ’s 
death, and is foreign to early Christianity. For the early Christians the 
Resurrection was the witness to life that the socio-political world attempted to 

quell.   

There is perhaps even more 
confusion over anarchism than 
Christianity. Thanks to a rash 
of attempted assassinations in 
the 1890’s, anarchists have 
been stuck with an image of 
bomb throwing and chaos, 
which obscures what is 
otherwise a serious political 
philosophy. The socio-political 
arrangement of our society is 
defined by top-down political 
organization, individualism, 
and a bureaucratic, centralized 
State.  Modern anarchism, on 

the other hand, emphasizes decentralization, mutual aid, organization from 
below, and voluntary association. As a philosophy anarchism is barely 200 years 
old, but as an attitude and tendency it exists throughout history.  



Though classical anarchists primarily critiqued the state and capitalism, this 
historical tendency is less of a blueprint and more a lens in which to see how 
power and domination work in all of their myriad and complex ways.  It is in 
that broader understanding that we can see more clearly the webs of domination 
that pervade society – consumerism, technology, racism, patriarchy, exploitation 
of nature and even a critique of certain forms of Christianity that have become 
oppressive 

The early Hebrews were really the first 
anarchists (though the name did not then 
exist).  They revolted against the 
oppressive structure of Pharoah. With the 
firm belief that God had engineered their 
liberation, the Hebrews created a society 
without a King, and voluntarily took on 
each other’s needs as their own. One of the 
most remarkable passages in the entire 
Bible is found in 1 Samuel 8.  Existing as a 
society without a King, they became 
unfaithful and desired to be like the other 
nations.  Their desire for a leader, it is clear 
in this passage, is a rejection of God.  They 

were supposed to be, in Gerhard Lohfink’s words, a contrast society - or, in 
biblical language, the chosen people: their duty was to resist the nations and 
their proclivity for slavery, war, power – in short all those things that stand in 
the way of freedom and life.  But their failure resulted in exactly what God told 
Samuel would happen: enslavement, exploitation and militarization.  The rest of 
the Hebrew narrative tells this sad story.  Freedom is scary to many people.  The 
Hebrews were no exception.  But the prophetic tradition – from Isaiah and 
Jeremiah to Jesus and the early Christians – calls the people of God back to the 
Land of the Living, a place of true freedom. 

Christianity needs anarchism. Like the Hebrews, Christianity has lost its radical 
edge.  A renewed prophetic tradition is necessarily to help us live faithfully once 
again.  Anarchism provides the possibility for a renewed contrast society which 
exists as a way of calling back both the church and our world to a place of 
freedom and life. <    

Hunger Strike Second Round  
From anarchyinchains.com 
 
The hunger strike will resume January 1st. This will be as a “New Year’s 
Resolution”. The strikers are hoping for more participants this time, this way 
TDCJ will have to pay more attention to their requests if they have to spend 
extra time watching so many inmates and taking them to medical. If this strike 

goes on for a long period of time, the 
medical costs for TDCJ will continue to 
rise. 
 
The strikers are asking that anyone who 
knows people in Texas Prisons, 
specifically AD Seg, to let them know of 
the strike and see if any would be willing 
to participate, this strike is against all 
abusive conditions in the Texas Prison 
system, not JUST death row. They need as 
much solidarity as possible to achieve 
their goal. 

 
Note from Steven: 
 
Comrades...I try to live back here without having my hand out askin ya'll for 
shit...It's not even a pride thing, I just don't like people wasting their hard earned 
souls on me...But hey, we don't have access to library & we don't have jobs so 
I've got to put my hand out... If anyone out there can, my fellow strikers and I 
would really appreciate donations of literature. Reading is one of the best ways 
for us to keep our minds occupied back here. Any books sent to me will get 
passed around to my fellows. And vice versa. Contact the site administrator 
admin@anarchyinchains.com for information on how to properly send us stuff. 
 
 
 



And yet, it wasn't always like this. From 1965-1999, we were housed on the 
Ellis Unit, and afforded almost all of the same privileges that maximum-security 
general population inmates were allowed. We had art programs, group 
recreation, the ability to work, walk around un-restrained, had religious services, 
and televisions. We were generally treated better all around. Since being moved 
to Polunsky, though, life hasn't been the same. We've been put on 22-hour 
lockdown. We lost all our group recreation, art programs and supplies (except 
paper and color pencils), work programs, televisions, and religious services. 
We're not allowed contact visits, so the only physical contact we'll get until they 
kill us is when the CO's hold our restrained arms while escorting us. According 
to policy, we're supposed to have a chance to have most of that if we're behaving 
ourselves. TDCJ's non-compliance with their own policy isn't only incredibly 
immoral, it's also illegal according to the state constitution's clause against cruel 
and unusual punishment. Why they're allowed to get away with this is beyond 

me. 
 
The situation we're stuck in 
leaves a question begging 
to be asked: What can we 
do about it? Unfortunately, 
an answer really isn't 
forthcoming, the courts, 
state, and federal 
government are apathetic, 
even hostile to us. We've 
tried lawsuits, pleas and 
petitions. Each has been 
futile, and it has sometimes 
resulted in further abuse for 
us, and our outside 
supporters. One of our main 
problems is that an 
insufficient number of us 

speak up about the abuse. As the minds of our captors and their supporters "if 
they're not speaking up about it, it can't be that bad". Well, speaking up about it 
intelligently and effectively has been another problem. And even when it's done, 
our complaints seem to fall on deaf ears. Over the years, we've also tried several  



 
 



 
A comic by Dean Rankine 

Reflections By Sr. Vicky  
Yet Another Look At Sin  

All sin, even the big one, The 
Original Sin, is and was 
committed because, unlike God, 
we cannot love perfectly or have 
perfect love, outside of God's 
love for us. Consider, if Adam 
and Eve had been capable of 
perfect love, they would not have 
believed the serpent. They would 
have trusted God with a perfect 
trust born out of a perfect love. 
However, the creature cannot 
equal the Creator. Hence, the 
creature's love cannot equal that 
of the Creator.  

All the sins that we commit 
against each other, the earth, 
animals, and all of creation would 
not be possible if we could love 

perfectly. Love that is perfect could not formulate the thoughts necessary for 
such pain and destruction. That is why we are told by Paul, "And the greatest of 
these is love", by Catherine of Sienna, "an act is not a virtue unless it is born out 
of love". Francis of Assisi, Julian of Norwich and holy people throughout the 
ages have told us to imitate Christ and to imitate Christ is to imitate someone 
who loved so much that "he laid down his life for his friends."  

We are told also that we will receive from God what we ask for. The more we 
ask to be filled with love, the more we are filled with love, the less room there is 
for the capacity to sin. I believe sin is an absence of love. While we cannot have 
the capacity to love perfectly in this life, it is our duty, regardless of our faith 
tradition, to strive for perfect love as creations of the Perfect Love. 



On A Lighter Note  

The other day while helping one of our parishioners prepare for her 
confirmation, she gave me the gift of a wonderfully new perspective. Following 
the instruction in the catechist's guide, I asked her to draw a circle and divide it 
into three parts. Then I asked her to put in one part of the circle her beliefs about 
God, the Father. She put, "He loves me." I was just about to say something 
concerning her answer-- when I was stopped in my proverbial tracks. I paused. 
Next, I asked her to put in another part of the circle what she believed about 
Jesus. Again she put, "He loves me." And so also for the Holy Spirit.  

The reason I was taken aback 
at first by her answer is that 
we were supposed to be doing 
the work which led up to the 
introduction of the Nicene 
Creed. Of course, I was 
expecting the pat answers 
like, "He created the world", 
"He died on the cross", and so 
forth. The reason I stopped 
before uttering a word was 
because, the Spirit 
enlightened me to the fact that 
my protegé had cut to the heart of the matter. The creeds both the Nicene and 
the Apostle's Creed reiterate "what" the Trinitarian God has done. My astute 
friend, however, had spoken the "Why". Every act that we believe stated in the 
Nicene and Apostle's Creeds was done because God loves us.  

The book which we use to prepare for confirmation went on later in the chapter 
to look at the Nicene Creed line by line to explain why our Triune God had done 
what was done. However, as I have stated my friend had already surmised that 
part. The reason that I relate this story is because it taught me a lesson that I 
wish to share.  
The time has come to turn and face our brothers and sisters who live and die in 
our cities and towns and on the streets. It is for us to say with Dorothy Day who 
helped found the Catholic Worker movement that “We aim to make the rich   



OUT OF THE CLOISTERS AND INTO THE 
STREETS! 
Christian Monasticism and the Challenges Facing Our World. 
By Chris Rooney 
 
I have been thinking of writing this article for over a month now. Since 
discovering the living monastic traditions of the Eastern Orthodox Church, I 
have been re-examining my own attraction to the Catholic Worker movement in 
this light, and I have been asking myself; what is there in the desert fathers and 
their descendents that one can apply to the world we live in now? Many answers 
have been coming to mind and it’s my hope to share some of them with you in 
this essay.  
 
Throughout history people have sought to be as close to God as possible even to 
the exclusion of human contact. The Buddhists throughout Asia founded 
monasteries and hermitages everywhere they went and like their cousins the 
Jainists they made themselves a religion of monks.  
 
In a similar way God called Abraham into the wilderness and it was through his 
faith in God, that he was sustained, and he was lead into a land he didn’t yet 
know but which he had been promised. The Jews, descendents of Abraham, 
wandered for forty years in the wilderness north of Egypt where God had freed 
them from slavery to the Pharaoh. Christ himself, after being baptised was 
driven by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness where he fasted and was tempted 
for forty days by Satan. After driving the devil away he returned to the world 
and began his ministry, exorcising demons, curing the ill, forgiving sins, and 
proclaiming the Kingdom of God. 
 
In the two thousand years since the resurrection of Christ and the preaching of 
his Apostles many people have gone to the wilderness. In Celtic Ireland some of 
the first monks were Christians who so yearned for the experience of the desert 
that they fashioned themselves boats and set themselves adrift in the sea trusting 
in God to do with them what he would. Many of these seafaring hermits washed 
ashore in the Hebrides, Britain, and even Continental Europe, founding abbeys 
everywhere they landed, some, like the Iona Abbey community are still in use 
today.  

 



 

man poor and the poor man holy”. That it is time for people to start to come 
together and form communities autonomous of the culture that says it’s best to 
ignore the person begging outside the cathedral. This is already happening, in 
cities all over the world groups like the Catholic Worker movement, and the 
Open Door community, and the Jonah House community are forming or have 
already been doing this work for decades, all we have to do is decide to join in. 
We aren’t just faced with a wilderness where we can retreat to, as Christians we 
are called to work at healing the wasteland in which we live our lives, by seeing 
Christ in the guise of the poorest, and there to serve, not with fanfare or with 
preaching or with arrogance but in humility, and in solidarity, and in love.  
 

If you feed a person don’t do it 
on the condition that they sit 
through a sermon first, rather 
feed the person because she is 
hungry and leave the sermon at 
home. If you have too winter 
coats in your closet and you see 
a man shivering on the corner 
without one give him yours and 
don’t make a big deal of it. If 
you are praying for the peace of 

Christ then turn your prayers into action and volunteer your time to work for 
justice in your own community. If you are sick with guilt at the gap between the 
rich and the poor then narrow that gap by living in such a way that you are 
creating equality. If you are pro-life then don’t just picket abortion clinics, 
picket the prison system and abolish the death penalty! March on the 
government and demand that our country cease it’s military adventurism and get 
down to the business of making life better for people, instead of trying to force 
our will on the rest of the world.  
 
I’ll finish this essay by echoing the words of Mohandis Ghandi; Christianity 
wasn’t tried and found not to work, it was seen to be too hard and therefore 
never tried. < 
 
 
 



 

THE SPANISH CGT  
The New Anarcho-syndicalism  
By Larry Gambone  
reprinted from the zine Any Time Now www.atnzine.net/info/cgt.htm with 
permission from the author. 

 
I was well received by the International Relations representative of the CGT, 
(Confederacion General de Trabajo) Angel Bosqued. At first he thought I might 
be a member of NEFAC as they had recently done a tour of Europe, but I 
explained that I was only representing myself. We talked for about an hour and I 
learned a great deal about the history and practices of the CGT. I told him that 
people in the English-speaking world know almost nothing about contemporary 
Spanish anarcho-syndicalism and I, in my small way, would do what ever was 
possible to change that situation. He gave me a pile of CGT literature and took 
me on a tour of the Barcelona CGT headquarters.  
 
The headquarters was very impressive, consisting of the top floors of a ten or 
eleven story building. Each of the individual industrial unions, such as teachers, 
metal workers or communications workers, has it’s own office. There are 
several larger meeting rooms, offices of the Salvador Segui Foundation (a CGT 
cultural grouping) and a bar- cafeteria with a tiled outdoor lounging area. This 
has a wonderful view of Barcelona as it is on the ninth floor. Next we went to 
the archives and library that comprised much of the tenth floor. The library 
alone consists of some 10,000 volumes on anarchism, syndicalism and related 
topics. 
 
Now the CGT is not some tiny anarchist sect with a dozen members, but is the 
representative of some one million workers. The Confederation is found in every 
corner of Spain, and is in fact, the third largest trade union grouping, only 
exceeded by the Socialist UGT and the Communist CCOO. The CGT is strong 
among bank workers, television, postal and hotel workers, but also has support 
among teachers, chemical workers, graphic artists, and cleaning workers. The 
Confederation is composed of two basic structures, geographical and industrial. 
At the base lies the local union, which is autonomous. Where there are 75 or 
more members in a vicinity they can form a union local which is open to all 
trades. Locals federate together at the city level, or where the city is very large, 
at the district level.  



  



At the same time, the CGT never fails to point out the problems inherent in 
parliamentary politics and parties. Nor does the union have any time for 
nationalism but the autonomy of union branches and decentralization allows 
historically oppressed peoples such as the Basques and Catalonians to have their 
own language publications and federations. The CGT's success will hopefully 
rub off on other syndicalists.  
 
Already in France the CNT-F has experienced a surge in support, with some 
5000 members, compared with a few hundred a decade ago. Syndicalist groups 
have appeared in the former Stalinist countries, and although small, may 
experience growth. Orthodox unionism has crumbled in the face of 
neoconservatism and maybe workers are open to the ideas of autonomous direct 
action. And since nothing exists in isolation, a rebirth of anarcho-syndicalism 
will only benefit anarchists of all varieties. < 
 

 
Situationist graffiti 

 



Is it possible that he had actually and finally begun to embrace the Muslim 
religion? Indeed it is, and if only for that reason his death means that whatever 
personal redemption he could have had in this world we will never know. Is it 
possible that all this was only crocodile tears, the last attempts of a man with 
nothing left but the power to incite or deepen a civil war and militarise a 
political schism? Absolutely it's possible. Once again we will never know 
because the people who held his life in their hands have closed their palm and 
dropped the smouldering wick into the dust. 
 
It no longer matters whether he was sincere in his pious and patriotic utterances, 
and his execution has rendered the debate over his life purely academic. 
 
All this is frustrating, I can't really speak to this situation except as a cynical and 
privileged outsider and so I am very aware of how my criticism may sound to 
you reading it. My family never knew political oppression like the Kurds or the 
Shiites of my generation. I have only been exposed to the depths of real 
destitution on my few trips to places like Ecuador, West Baltimore, LA and on 
the Downtown East Side. I do not know what it's like to burn with the kind of 
hatred that wells up inside the heart of a youth who's whole family has been 
killed by the countries ruling autocrat and aided by foreign powers and their 
white oil money. I'm just a cynical North American man and so I am limited in 
what I can do, I may be able to point out the glaringly obvious but I can add 
little or no new insight of my own. 
 
The Washington Post broke this story late Friday night and in it there is a quote, 
which will haunt me tonight and maybe for the rest of my life. 
 
'"It's like God asking you to choose between heaven and hell," said Thamer al-
Musawi, 47, a barber in Baghdad's Karrada neighbourhood, speaking before 
the execution. "If Saddam gets executed, you go to hell. If he doesn't, you go to 
heaven. I will choose hell just so Saddam is executed."' 
 
This man has said in one short statement what I've needed paragraphs to write 
about, the question continues to be posed, and through the actions of the Iraqi 
courts, and the inaction of the American occupation hell was chosen again on 
Friday. And it’s through the wilful anger, the hatred and the desire to see our 
enemies’ dead that the world continues to chose hell. 

In our quest for vengeance we continue to choose the hell of war without end, 
the hell of a hatred which consumes everything, leaving behind only a mess of 
broken lives, the hell of a place where no one is willing to forgive anyone of 
anything, the hell where those who are living will come to envy the dead, the 
hell where Saddam Hussein is raised up as a patriot and a martyr instead of 
forgotten as a relatively minor despot and left to face himself alone inside the 
walls of Abu Graib. 
 
May God have mercy on us all, for by our silence in the face of the hell we keep 
choosing we all become complicit and have our hands in it's design. < 
 

 

 
 
 



  


